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Miss Elsie M. Priest

versity of Nenking
¢/o West China Union University
Chengtu, 8sschuen, China

Dear Miss Priest:

Your letter of November 22nd has just been received emclosing
copy of a letter received from the Umiversity of Chicago Press regarding
Jo lossing Buck's "Land Utilization in China."” This matter was adjusted
last July when we applied the charge of $477.74 against oredits of $509.48.
This was reported to Dr. Buek.

We are glad to knmow that the Citrograph magazines and the Arthur
Thomas order have been taken ocare of, and that in due time they will be
forwarded to Chengtu,

It is most interesting to learn that fifty bottles of Diphtheria
Toxiod vas received in Chengtu. There is apparently considerable honesty
maintained in handling the China mail.

The parsgrsph covering the olosing of Fsmine Funds is noted. The
entire situstion was cleared up on our books in the November Statement.

We ars makiniz no effort to send any funds to China, leaving this
entirely in your care with the assumption, of course, that you will notify
us what disposition you wish to have made in oconnection with the Nanking
budget.

During the time your letter has been in transit a rather decided
 change has taken place in the attitude of the United States Government, The
epproval for s twenty-five million dollar loan through Umited States agencies
is understood to be a gesture which is to be duplicated in England. Under
these oircumstences, it would seem as though the momey situation would be
stabiliszed.

Somewhere on my desk is another letter regarding the cash in West
China which I will take up with you in a day or two.

Thenks for your Christmes wishes. None of us made mmch of an
‘attempt to be "merry” en Christmes with the thought of what was happening
in Chine.

Very txuly yours,

Ce Ae EVANS




Miss Elsie M, Priest
University of Nanking

o/o West China Union University
Chengtu, Szsechuan, China

Dear Miss Priest:

Bnolosed find the trial balance for December 31, 1938 to-
gether with budget analysis, cash statement and journal vouchers
498 and 499. The voucher covering $198,00 has been credited to the
field salary sccount as it is & gift particularly for salaries of
the Nanking Hespital Staff. The overdraft in Endowment Cash will be
absorbed on the first when $10,000 North American Edison debentures
sre called.

It will be noted that in the sccounts within Class A that
the general income is being maintained, The first distribution of
emergency gifts was made yesterdsy - Nenking's share amounting to
$11,247, This goes & long way for covering the emergemcy gifts as
setforth in the budgete ;

With sincerest regards, I remain

Very truly yours,

C. A. EVANS




Dear Miss Priests

Let, me acknowledge receipt of your letter of Mowmber 22nd. To
this you attached a léetter President Chen wishes us to send to the Trustees
of the University of Nanking amnd to'selected group of other American friends.

Dr. Chen's letter is a very interesting and constructive one,

- and we know that all those who receive it will be grateful to hiu for writing
in such a careful way. We will report to him a little later as to the res-
ponses we receive,

We can appreclate the fact that with the passing months the crowded
conditions on the West Chinu campus are becoming increasingly difficult for all
of yous Everyone has gone on in & splendid way during the last eighteen months,
but we hope that before too many aaditlionsl months have passed some readjustments
will be possible. Mext wcek we are he.ving an informel meeting of representutives
of the West China, Nanking, Ginling, &nd Cheeloo Boards of Trustees to talk over
some of the common problems which the sifution has produced.

We are grateful for the valusble assistance you have given to West
China Union University in clearing up their accounts. How you huve manuged to
find even a single minute for such um undertaking, we can not deduces The pro-
blem of the West China accounts has existed for many years and has grown increas—
ingly serious with the passage of time. It is particularly difficult for the
Board of Governors to take the initiative in trying to secure proper personnel
for the Field Treasurer®s office until the field authorities themselves make the
first move. We tried to help out a few years «go when we seat out Miss Marjorie
Robertsons It was our hope thut she would be able to rslieve Mr. Albertsom to
a considerable extent, but apparently that did not happen. X do not know just
why. I have had the impression that Miss Robertson was able and willing to give
hinm some substantial help, but that he was either unable or unwilling to uvail
himself of her assistance. But that is merely my own guess, and may be quite
wide of the marke.

We have been looking forward to-the time when you will be coming
to America again on furlough, and would be greatly distressed if your coming
is long delayed., Of course we realize how difficult - almost impossible -
it would be for Manking and Ginling to get along without' you just now when con-
ditions are so abmormal. On the other hand, the Far Eastern conflict is likely
to settle down to an endurance contest which msy go on for many years before
anything like peaceful mnd stable conditions are restored. You simply must
find a year some how in which you can get some rest amd change from the constant
tension under which you have been living for the last nineteen months.

With warmest of good wishes, I am
“Yery sincerely yours,
B A GARSIDE
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UNIVERSITY OF NANKING \
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

CHENGTU, SZECHWAN, CHINA

2lst January, 1939

Dr. B.A. Garside,

Associated Boards for China Colleges,
150 Fifth Avenue,

NEW YORK CITY,

Uc So Ao

Dear Dr. Garside:

Your letter of December 15th has reached me and I am
hoping that our subsequent letters, concerning the candidate for
the Department of Forelign Languages, have reached you and that
you understand that we do not need this additional teacher for
the second semester of 1938-1939,

Both Dr. Chen and Dr. Fenn have written you a number of
times, but we are not sure that the letters are going through,
80 I hope you will not mind if I repeat. We are hoping that
you will be able to secure Miss Margaret Cocks to fill this
vacancy. You will remember that Miss Cocks is the half sister
of Mrs. Fenn and it is quite possible that arrangements might
be made so she could come to Chengtu with Mrs. Fenn this spring.
There has been a family complication for a few years, but Dr.
Fenn 1s of the opinion that it may not be serious now. Both
Dr. Chen and Dean Liu are heartily in favor of having Miss Cocks
Join our staff, for she is a very capable teacher and was well
liked by students and staff during the two years she was on
our faculty a few years ago.

In case 1t is out of the question for Miss Cocks to
come to fill this vacancy, I hope you will secure some other
candidate, and following Dr. Fenn's request, send the papers to
him before the officlal decision is made. We have plenty of
help for the spring semester and although we expect Mr. Bannon
to go to Peking for language study in the fall we will have
Miss Ward back with us, so the need is not as pressing as it
was a few months ago.

We are expecting Mr. and Mrs. Maurer to arrive here on
January 26th. They have been very much delayed on their way
from Hongkong to Chengtu, but the last reports seem to indicate
that they will be here on that date.

We are very anxious to know how the campaign is going
for this year. From one reference in a letter we understand
there 1s to be a distribution of all funds to the end of Decem-
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ber and I expect that information will reach us before long.

We are all counting very heavily on this help from America for
this year and everyone speaks very highly of the help given by
our American friends. Without this aid our schools would be in
a very serious situation.

The campus is very quiet these days and the work goes
on as usual.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

Elsie M. Priest







2 Cnengtu, Szechwan.
| - i 7th February, i1y39
Mr. C.A. Evans, :

Associated Buaras for Cnina Colieges,
150 FPifth Avenue,

NEW YORK CITY,

Tv Bé A

Dear Mri Lvans:

Wlter. Miss Graves returned from furlough she handed me a
letter whicn was sent tu her from liss Griest, indiceting that an
organ had been given to Ginling College from the Worsecter Smitn
Club. In the letter sne indigetes that it was consigmed to mMrs.
Paul meyer, the wife of the coumtsul at Kunming. Recently we have
received a letter from Mrs. Meyer mentioning that she has receivea
Insurance papers for thils organ but no other shipping papers.

We have no idea where it is or now 1t was shipped. I cannot under-
stand why you or anyune cunnected ﬁ&th our group should have shipped
enything of this kind without sending shipping papers to me,

ALl shipments require special permits and huchaos to bring them
through the various provinces and we could have arranged for all

the papers. As 1t 1s I am heipless.

All we know is that the organ g? a Bithorn and was shilpped
from Bithorn Brothers from Cnicago. I'e value is given as §$u8.54
Fvw0.B. Chicagu, and it 1s 1ndicated that the actuat cost 1s $78.80.
This 1s ratner slilim evidence to make a elaim between here snd
Cnicagou.

I would 1ike you to look this matter up immediately and to
start duplicate papers by Ciipper. Tnere 1is a letter from Mr. Evans
of Kunming who states tnat he has seen a reference to this organ
and it was shipped on the steamer "rai Ping Vang" and that it was
shipped, presumably from San PFrancisco, on August 8th. if 'Iv is
possible four you to put a tracer on the snipment from your end
please do do. As soon as we have the clearance papers, so that we
know where the box 1is stored, I will arrange with some agecy, either
in Hongkong or Haiphong to have this shipment cleared,

.Tnere are a number of items to clear with you and I shall
-send letters within a few days. We have just compieted a week of
various meetings as Dr. Decker, Dr. Arnup and ™r. Cressy Lave been
in Chengtu, This has been most he.pful and 1 feel a number of
difficult problems have been cleared.

Sincerely yours,
AE:i; 7H~CZL4t—
Elsie M. Priest

EMP s ML
CLipper Mail
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February 15, 1939.

Dr. B, A, Garside,

Associated Boards for China Colleges - —
New York. ’l INDEXED ‘ M il 37

Dear Dr. Garside:

During the ten days that Dr. Decker was in Chengtu, we
had a meeting of our Emergency Executive Committee and as Mr. Cressy and
other important guests were present, we invited some of our directors, now
in Chengtu or Chungking, to be present, In this way we were able to have
a much fuller meeting than just the members of the Executive Committee and
attempted to have it correspond to our annual meeting of the Board.

In order that we might "take stock" of our own work, and at the same time
have a full record of the work now oeing done by the institution, we asked
every unit to present a full report of their own departments, This was
done and the reports run to a good many pages. However we feel it was
worthwhile and has given to Dr. Decker and other friends a fairly complete
picture of the work on the campus. I shall send you one complete set
but it is almost out of the question for us to attempt to mimeograph the
material largely because we are becoming misers in the use of stencils
which are almost impossible to obtain. When the material reaches you
will you glance over it - note I do not expect you to read it all =~ and

if there “t§ some parts that asre valuable for publicity, please use them.

I am waiting for the Nanking report which did not arrive in time for the
meeting but 1s now on the way, and will send you a complete set,

Meanwhile I will send you the budget for 1939-1940 in an effort to have it
reach you by April 1lst in accordance with your request of "normal" years,
Again we are not mimeographing the budget at this time but I will register
one copy to you, hoping there may be no question of having it reach you
safely.

When the budget was prepared, the administration spent many hours in an
effort to bring the expenditures within a reaaonable amount of the total
income available. The first attempt showed that we required $98,000 00
to balance the budget and this seemed out of the question, so we did some
drastic cutting - keeping salaries on a cut basis as at present (80%)~-
bringing the amount that needed to be found to $30,000 00, This was the
form presented, sh owing a shortage of 30,000 00 in the income for 1939-40,
but it brought the total budget somewhat less than the budget for 1938-9,
When the minutes reach you, it will be clear that the board members felt we
had been too cautious and authorized us to restore part of these items that
had been cut by the administration, bringing the total of the budget askings
to $950,000 00 and leaving the amount that needs to be raised approximately
c$85,000 00, I am quite glad to concur in this request and it is not
difficult to make up this total but I have tried to keep the needs within
the realm of "non-recurring" items in order that we may not be plunged into
a deficit in the following year, We gathered that our friends from
abroad felt we were being a bit too cautious and that there was sufficient
assurance to plan for some additional and much needed support, I should
take the blame for this extra-cautious attitude for I have tried to keep
the deans on a basis that was absolutely certain and would not create a

deficit, Having cleared out books of deficits I am very anxious to keep
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the balances on the right side, but realize it may not permit of the beeader
view in expansion and extension.

A. Garside , =~ 2/

You will find enclosed the suprlementary list of askings together with a copy
of the minutes. The fuller reports will be sent by a later mail,

May I mention one point? 1In presenting this supplementary list of askings
it does not represent our needs under the "emergency" campaign. You will
note there 1is nothing in this 1list for the hospital which must come into
the larger list., We are working on that list and will send it to you in
a short time. President Chen 1is in Chungking attending various conferences
and I wish his help on it, so it may be delayed for a short period, but
will be in your hands before May - t. I was a little fearful that when
you saw this emergency list that you would consider this was all that was
re~ulred,and mention the matter in order to prepare the way for the next
1ist which will be planned to cover the Nanking needs as well as all the
non=-recurring needs in Chengtu, When prepared I will repeat these items
so there may be no misunderstanding,

I have just received the word that the emergency gifts to January 1lst amount
to Us$1l,247, for the University and wish to express our deep appreciation
of this aid,. We will give $3,000. to West China Union University at once
to meet the need for the Chemistry Building and will sell the balance within
a reasonable time sending part of it to Nanking for the hospital needs,

I wish someone in the office would send me a statement of the revised cost
for home administration and promotion this year, As long as Mr. Wheeler
resigned November l1lst, the total will be materially reduced but I need to
know from your office exactly what this reduction represents,

After many attempts to move ‘our chemicals and acids through Indo-China we
have been forced to send Dr. Thomson back to Hongkong to see if he can in-
fluence the authorities to let them through the provinces, The supply of
acids for laboratory work is exhausted on the campus and we have sufficient
in storage to meet the needs of all the work here for some time to come so
feel it is worthwhile to send him down, Incidentally he has tens of 1lists
from everyone on the campus so may be som® weeks in Hongkong prepardng the
goods, We realize how difficult it is to secure new supplies and take ad-
vantage of every person who is coming through, often burdening them beyond
reason I fear,

I will send a second letter concerning the minutes in the name of Dr. Chen
so will not add anything further about the meeting except to say we have
been greatly encouraged by the visit of Dr. Decker and have enjoyed having
him with us for these days, I ope he has seen most of our work and will
be able to give you a fair picutre of the institution in exile.

Sincerely yours,
A 7 et

Elsie M. Priest,
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Mr. C. A, nvans,
Assoclated Boards for China Colleges,
New York City.

Dear Mr. Evans:

Ordinarily we would have completed the proposed oudget
for 1959-1940 and had it in the post long before this date, but this
year there have been many obstacles and it has not been done,.

President Wu was one of the important delegmtes to the Madras confer-
ence and had to leave early in November, returning to the campus the

end of January. There were many guests on the campus and we hag& several
important meetings, but it seemed impossible to gather together all

the necessary f acts for the budget particularly as we are anticipating
certain changes in the program for the year, Then President Wu was
called to Chungking before the miadle of Februay for a month of meet-
ings, and will not be returning t o Chengtu until March 10th, I men=-
tion these events merely to assure you that both Dr, "Ju and I are quite
aware of the fact that we are late this year,

I have the preliminary draft practically complk ted and will try to have
it In the mail by the 15th of March, I hope this will not prove too
late for your needs and send my apologies for being late at all,

Will you gend us just as soon as possible your estimates for next year,
as far as any attempted campaign is concerned? We realize it may be
difficult to conduct a campaign for another year, but you know as well
as I do that Ginling College 1is very dependent on additional funds from
sSome source. What are the prospects? We have been very careful
and are continuing on a conservative basis, out it remains clear that
we must have certain funds, We are trying to evaluate our work on

a long-time war basis in order to be prepared for the next few years,
and 1t may change the emphasis in certain departments. This does
not mean we shall remain awey.from our own campus for a day longer than
is necessary but events in East China make it seem impossible to con-
sider returning until after the period of occupation 1is over,

It will be a great help to me and to all of us to have a statement from
you or someone in New York glving us your opinion of the next few years
as viewed from that distance, Are we too optimistic to anticipate
support from America during the entire period we are in exile? It 1s
my personal plan to keep all expenditures on as low a basis as is con-
sistent with efficient work and save for the future as much as possible.
Sometimes this 1s not a wise policy - perhaps I am too conservative,

and I shall welcome the opinion of the group in New York,

Sincerely yours,
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UNIVERSITY OF NANKING
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

CHENGTU, SZECHWAN, CHINA
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28th Pebruary, 1939

Mr. Joseph I.Parker,

Associated Boards for China Colleges,
150 Fifth Avenue,

NEW YORK CITY,

Us. S. A.

Dear Mr. Parker:

I am very glad to have occasicnal letters from you
and look forward to our future cooperation. I was quite interested
to learn that you were a relative of the Wards, with whom we have
been closely connected ever since we came to Chengtu. Imogerne may
have told you how very rmuch the institution has relied upon her
father i.. naking satisfactory negotiations and arrangements for the
removal of our school to this campus.

Your letter of January 24th, enclosing the minutes
of the luncheon meeting, held January 9th, reached me a day or two
ago. I was gquite dismayed to read both the letter and t he minutes,
for I had anticipated that you would send us very full reports of
this luncheon. We have heard the resctions from other members of the
board, but they have not been as definite as we nsed if we, are to face
the situation on the field. In every case they were more, less fuid
impressions of Dr. Ferguson's attitude and I was quite confildent that
eitheryou or Dr. Garside would send us confidentlally, or ptherwise,
a full report of Dr. Ferguson's statements and the reaction of the
members of the Board of Founders. Will you be gcod enough to do so
In order that we may have first hand information and not have to rely
on rumors.

When. this report first reached Chengtu by Clipper
letter, Dr. Decker, and Mr. Cressy were still here and we discussed
the whole matter quite fully and frankly with themn. At the same time
the administrators were called together, as well as the Western staff,
and both groups discussed the whole problem of the early return to
Nanking with frankness. As a result of these meetings President
Chen sent a letter to Dr. Garside, outlining the present decision of
the staff, but in that letter no reference was made to Dr. Ferguson.

I shall be glad if you will share thls request with Dr. Garside and
send me a report. If you are trying to spare the feellngs of the
fileld group, send it to me confidentially, I wlll see that the more
sensltive ones are protected.

We apprecliate very much the help you are giving to
us as an Institution and look forward with pleasure to the continu-
ance of our cordial relations.

oincerely yours,

/E?;: < r £ s :./L

s

Elsie M, Priest
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3rd March, 1939

Dro J.BO Gl‘ant, /
Rockefeller Foundation,
711 Liza Building,

346 Szechuen Road,
Shanghai.

Dear Dr. Grant:

I am writing to present to you our request for your kind
assistance to the development of our work in motion-picture
education. We are the pioneers in educational movies in this
country. With the other three Chinese organizations which are
most active in the promotion of educational movies, namely, the
Ministry of Education, the National Society of Educational Clnema-
tography, and the Bureau of Education of Szechuen, we are in very
close cooperation. For a more detalled report of our work along
this line, please refer to the article "Visual Education for Chinese
Masses", News Release No. 325, 1lssued by the Chlna Information
Committee of the Central Government. (Exhibit I). Briefily, the
main lines of our work are as follows:

Distribution of educational movies. Our work in educa-
tional movIies had a very humble start about ten years ago. With
the help of the Eastman Kodak Company, the office of the American
Ccommercial Attache and educational organizations in China, this
work has had a steady growth. Befre we left our Nanking campus
in 1937, we were showing pictures at 83 different places in 25
provinces and municipalities to an average monthly audience of
more than 150,000 people. Recently we have made an expedition to
the Lolo tribes in southwestern Szechuen, showing for the first
time in history motion p&dtures to these primitive people.

Promotion of teaching films. The usg of the motion
pictures as an Instrument for classroom instruction was adopted
by us three years ago for about 35 high schools along the four
railways in the lower Yangtze. The f1lms used were mostly scien-
tific ones and they proved to be a great help in science teaching.
Since the war, we have carried on a similar experiment in about
30 schools in Szechuen.

. Chinese captions for imported films. Many films pro-
duced by forelgn countries can be used eiriectively in China if
Chinese captions are used. Upon the request of the Eastman Kodak
Company, we have worked out such captions for many of their teach-
ing films. The result is very satisfactory, and a number of these
films are in wide circulation throughout the -country.

Maki motion pictures. The most effective films for
visual education In china are China-made ones. This is the reason
we started making 16 mm. films in 1935. In three years, we have

0505



Dr. J.B. Grant - 2 3/3/39

made 74 plctures under seven categories, including Chinese indus-
tries, agriculture, geography and travel, military affairs,
natural science, and civic activities, with an agppegated length
of 47,850 ft. We possess the only cony of the solar eclipse of
1936 in Kodachrome, which I took myself in Jjapan. A 1ist of the
pictures we have released 1s shown in Exhibit IT.

Training of technicians. The success in movie educa-
tion depends largely on properly trained technicians who can take
care of the film, the projectors and the generator. In three
years, we cooperated with the Minlistry of Education in giving
training to 140 such workers, who are now serving the 90 centers
of movie education in the country. Reginning laest fall, we star-
ted ®otwo-year course, also in cooperation with the Ministry of
Education, to train leaders for movie education, who are qualified
not only to undertake the task of upkeep of movie equipment but
also to know the educational theory and practice of visual educa-
tion.

Proposed Program

In the foregoing brief statement of our work I have
attempted to show that we are trying to promote the effective use.
of educational movies by the tralning of proper workers, by the
production of films best sulted for Chinese use, and by supplying
different centers in the country with educational films. We are
in urgent need for your kind assistance along the following lines:-

1. To make in the first year, 20 reels of motion-pictures on
agriculture, health, science and Chinese modern plays. For

the development of rural districts in Chlna, we need motion-pic-

tures ‘of a specilal type, simple but inspiring for the average

farmer. To answer this need the following organlzations will

cooperate with us in the production of films on agriculture, health,

and plays:=-

The College of Agriculture, University of Nanking,
and the National Bureau of Agricultural Research,
to cooperate in fllms on agriculture;

The Bureau of Public Health Administration and
the Public Health Departments, Medical Schools,
Chengtu, to cooperate in health pictures;

The Provincial School of Drama, Szechuen, headed
by the noted playwright, Mr. Fu-shi Hsiong, to
coopcrate 1In photoplays.

: Every one of these organizations is willing to partici-
pate in this project and our own staff can take care of the edition
of science plctures. The distribution of the twenty reels of
films we hope to produce the first year is as follows:

0506



J.B. Grant - 3 3/3/39

Agriculture : - 4 reels Sclence and Industry - 4 reels
Health - _ Photoplays -8 "

2. To establish a national center for the distribution of

educational movies. There are now 90 centers of cinemato-
graphic educatTon In this country, the distribution of which is
shown in the accompanying map.

In each of these centers there are at least a movie projector, a
lantern-~slide projector and a generator, with a technicfan who
knows not only how to use these pileces of equipment, but also how
to apply the motion-picture to mass and school education. He
travels with his equipment from place to place, In general it
takes him two or three months to go around once in the region
assigned to him, -

This work has recently been much handicapped by the
lack of films., With a national center and three sub-centers
for the distribution of educational movies, we believe that the
efficiency of the program of motion-pictureseducation in China
will be much incrcased. It is our plan besides making motion-
pictures ourselves to purchase 100 reels of films from foreign pro-
ducers, to replace thelilr original captions with Chinese ones and
make two or three coples of each for circulation in the different
centers. . As a private imstitution of sroaber stablility, working
closely with alil government organizations interested in the same
fleld, we belleve that we can use to great advantage any assis-
tance you may be able to give us.

sl




3. 70 Work out better metnods r1ur tuo eriicient use of saucaiiuvnai
“ovics In China. The educational movie 1s & new means Of
education in cvhis country. Though we have ten years of experilence
in the use of such movies, we wish to undertake further experimen-
tation as to the better use of these plctures. In this respect,

we shall experiment on three types of audiences: (1) people in
rural districts to be studied in cooperation with the Kural Insti-
tute at Tingfan, Kwelchow, and our Agricultural Short Course at
Rensheo, Szechuen; (2) people in cities with experimental centers
at Chengtu and Chungking to be operated in cooperation with the
Jureau of Education, Szechuen, and the Ministry of Education re-
spectively; (3) students in primary and high schools to be managed
with the Natlonal Society of Educationsl Cinematography. These
organizations either have already been cooperating with us, or

have assured us of their willingness to cooperate in this project.

By these three lines of work, we hope to supply the
Chinese people with proper materials for movie education and to
work out methods whereby the educational movie can be effectively
used.

Proposed Budget

The following is an estimate of our financial need for
the first year to carry out the proposed program:

I. Manufacture of films ; Us$10,000

Salaries $1,800
Films 3,500
Expense 2,200
Equipment 2,500

Use of imported films
Purchase of 100 reels (30x100) 3,000
Chinese captions & notes (10x100) 1,000
Duplication of films (25x200) 5,000

Study of methods to use film
Purchase of additional equipment 1,000

TOTAL US$29,000

The maintenance of the national center and the expenses for making
studies on the uses of films are to be made from funds we secure
from other sources.

I hope very much that you will give this matter your
favorable considerntion so that this new means of education can
be used more effectively for the modernization and reconstruction
of this country. I will appreciate anything you can do for us
in thils reapect.

Sincerely YOurs,

HeRe Wel - Dean

0504




WEGE T B K B 4 n W
UNIVERSITY OF NANKING
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

CHENGTU, SZECHWAN, CHINA

,.{ DEBGER  4th March, 1939 -

Mr. C.A. Evans,

Associated Boards for China Colleges,
150 Fifth Avenue,

NEW YORK CITY, Us 8. As

Dear lir. Evans:

During the past few days we have been studying our
financlal needs for this year and have come to the following con-
clusions:

tuﬂby First: Will you please deposit all funds that accrue
' 59 to our account from the Harvard-Yenching Institute. According to
g.e¢! f your statement this would be US$11,842.10. You will note from
Sog (" the statements we have not drawn against this appropristion this
,af“lc. year. It 1s not necessary to deposit to our account all this
/9?'4.,0(0' money at one time, but I would like to have it understood that the
’)\tb'w V\'**'.

g.aflhole amount is available by June 30th, 1939.
00" FUR Second: We have been using field funds and have not
&, 5rawn against Famine Funds for this year, with the exception of
$2,000.00, which were forwarded to the Yenching station. At the
present time we shall need approximately US$25,000.00 to carry the
work of the year, Will you please deposit to our account
wl (7 $10,000.00 in April, $10,000.00 in May and leave the balance in
o® cJune until we can determine exactly how much noney will be re-
quired. I am writing today to be sure this money 1s made avail-
oo’ @ble for field use, for our accounts on the field are running low
' and we do not wish to be handicapped when the need cores in the
spring. This 1s an estimate at this period, but L b-.L.c e vil1l
be approximately correct.

o
$.0

4.

Third: Class A General Funds will be drawn as they
are needed. This will include the special emergency funds against
which we have drawn one check of US$3,000.00 to pay our share of
the chemistry bullding to West China Union University.

v Will you please make an effort to collect from the
United Christian Missionary Society the amount they have promised ﬂ
for the vacancy on the staff. Last year they only gave us $600.00° 4’
but this amount should be $1,300.00. I wish you would try to .
have this reestablished on the normal basis. At the same time
will you approach the Methodist Board for $1,300.00 to cover the )
vacancy due to the resignation of Dr. Illick. I believe there is | )
no question about this account, for Dr. Cartwright has acknowledge&\'
1t to us and has told us he will do his best to find a person to




Mr. Evans - 2

£
fill this vacancy. On your statement you include $900.00 for ¢
the Presbyterian Board vacancy. Please do not try to collect
this in New York, for we have an arrangement with the China Coun-
cil in Shanghail, whereby this money 1is paid directly to us.
It covers the amount due because Dr. Buck has been loaned to the
United States Treasury Department until 1940,

We shall appreciate very much if you will help us to
make these collectlions and ad justments 8o we may plan for the use
of the funds in this current year.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Elsie M. Priest

EMP:MT







Miss Elsie M. Priest

Ginling College

o/o West China Union University
Chengtu, Ssechwan, China

Dear Miss Priest:

I am acknowledging your letter of Februsry Tth regarding
the Bilhern Organ. This all ocomés from sn effort to conform with some
other person's idea of methods to be used, and I must express my regret
that I ws inveigled into following such a course.

However, I was 1led to understand that a shipment made in this
manner would go through without any difficulty whatever. Nevertheless,
the damage has been done and we are now making every effort to correct it,

The Methodist Board has checked with the Bilhorn Organ Company
and secured copies of the bill of lading. It appears that in semding this
shipment t6 Mrs. Paul Meyers, who should have been notified by Miss Griest
as she conducted all of the correspondence, the fact was overlooked that
at the present time shipments must be econfined to & coastwise port. It
would appear that the shipment is now in Haiphomg, but the Methodist Board
is following through with eorrespondence of which I enclose a ocopy of the
letter which is going forward today. ‘

A oopy of the bill of lading is enclosed herewith, and we are
hoping that the tracer started by the Methodist Board will be effective.
The organ is insured with the American Insurance Company for $105,00.

Very tiuly yours,

Ce A. EVANS

CAR/B
ENCS.




Miss Elsie M. Priest
& College

© West China Union University
Chengtu, Ssechwan, China

Dear Niss Priest:

I am enclesing herewith the trial balance sheet, cash statement
and budget analysis for Ginling College to February 28, 1939,

Since the 28th, we have purchased 5,000 Florida Light & Power 5s/54
st 99, This gives us a relatively good income, far above the average st the
present time. The only reasom we are getting it at this figure is that it has
the name of Florida attached to it which, since the break of the land boom, has
meant "speculation."” However, Florida is ooming back remarkably well, and a
faot which is generally overlocked is that the bemds which we have is
the first mortgage issue, but is follewed by a Junior issue which reduces the
times earned figure to 1,335, As the junior issues are debentures, they would
- not take place with the first mortgage issue and, therefore, our position is
relatively more secure. s

Under Plant you will notice a vast change in the picture, as we have
80ld the demolished properties on 114th Street thereby establishing our lesses
which abgorbed all of the Depreciation Reserve in Account 128 and establish a

loss of $2,964.92, We sold the lots for $100,00 esch, and the action covering
this authorization is E«126 and full explanation iz made in the fore word of
that motion. i '

The budget analysis shows thet we are making progress in the collection
of budget income and that all misoellanecus gifts antisipated have been received.
This is due to tho fact that all gifts from undesignated sources have been oredited
to Bmergency Funds end, in order to maintain the budget, it is necessary for us to
use & like amount of emsrgency fumds in order to balance the budget. Your emer-
geoy eppropriations, therefore, will be decressed by a like amount.

I am writing this to avoid the misunderstanding which arose in West China
last year when the field understood that all emergency funds including the
Rockefeller Foundation would be available for their use.

There were no jourmsl transfers during the past month and no voushers for
the treasurerts office in China.

Very truly yours,
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BE RO OB Ok BE 4 n
UNIVERSITY OF NANKING
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER

CHENGTU, SZECHWAN, CHINA

P \.~~,«,u 3 March 18, 1939, L,,o/

o WY . 5£¥//& 5
Dear Ur, Garside:

<5 This 1s con”idextLa¢ - merely to glve you a bit of
hisotry and background should it be of value to vou in dealing with
Mr. Hoover., '

As you know Mr, Hoover helped Ma Wen hwan (who is now known as Ma Foh-an)
while he was in America) and has. continued his interest in Ma by help

ing with this local government nroject, Dr. Ma 1s one of our out-
standing staff members, brillient in his own line, and as is true of

many leaders rather inclined to have a clique of followers, In the
famous month of November 1937, his family was in a little town 30 miles
from Nanking so he left in 1ass November to. bring his family to Nanking
and join us on our way to Chengtu, We were strugeling with transportation
so I gave him 500, (which was later returned to me) to try and "ding"

a boat from this town as nothing was available in Nenking. ‘He thought
hec could get one, We waited and waited - nothing was heard from him so
we went along without him, and received our first word in March 1958,

He and his famlly had decided not to leave the city but to remain there
throughout the transitional period. They were safe enough as 1t was

a small city in the country distrelct,

Meanwhile weheard rumors of his connections with Japanese = I wlll not
repeat all the tales, but 1t wgs serious enough to reach the ears of
the Mmister of Tducation JhO <ha11@nred us about having a staff member
who was working for Japan. It was most awkwsrd and we feared for his
personal safety because. feeling had been running high against anyone
who seemed a traitor, I do not believe there was ever any real truth
in the tales - but do think lMa was. involved in a business desl ‘that
may be difficult to explain to the government, We do not blame him
for it was really his brother. However 1t was arranged that he must
make peace with the- government circles before proceeding to Chengtu,
and Presidcnt Chen made all the appointments in Hankow for him, To our
dismay Ma failed to show up and then wrote he had taken this position
with Jimmie Yen in Hmamx Hunan., We decided to grant him a year of
absence = and told him clearly thot we would welcome him back to the
staff once the whole thing was cleared up to the satlstqctiOn of the
Minister of Education. His life would be in danger should there be
rumors of this kind against him and as a Christian instition we could
not afford to have anything of the kind exposed to the public esvecially
when we felt there was no gresat truth in the charges, Just enough to
cause rumors = but really he was never in the employ of Japan, and has
been loyal to China. all through the affair, It was most unfortunate
that he did not come with us and that has to be explained to our own
staff of course for it was a rule that if g staff member failed to come
by a certain date, they were automatically dropped. We have forgiven all
these shortcomings and are prepared to take him back into the group,
. He was on sealary all of 1937-8, and untll the date he joined this Bunan
.groups Just what he does now 1is a guestion . I do not know but I do
Mot personally expect, he will return to the JUniversity for he has been

i,
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offered a fairly good position with high salary with a government
group near Chungking., Weknow about it, but as It has not come to

us offdcially we are urging him o return - and President Chen is
entirely sincere 1n hils invitataon. There is a place for Ma on
our staff and we shall welcome him back to take up his work wlth us,
He is one of Dr. Bates' protegd, and hes neen a trifle spoiled by
too much attention from many Westerners, He 1s a pleasing person
and makes friends e asily - has excellent English etc. etc,

President Chen knows I am adding this note to his letter. - I feel 1t
is hard for you to judge the whole case without the fects &and some
of this may come to your ears, Hence you had better. have the whole
tale as told by the administration. I belipve we are perfectly fair
in presenting it to you or anyone else,

S -
I do not. know what Searle Bates may write and it is because of this
fact that I am sending you this note, I feel, as you expressed
in your Qetter, that Mr. Hoower's gift should come to the Universgy
whether Ma' 'is ‘here or not, and hope you can' convince him. of this
fact. If Dr: Ma becormes involved with the government forces, he
will have. ample money to carry on any experiments, and while Mr,
Hoover's gift means a lot -to us, it would not be aof much value to
'that group withtheir millions avallable for experimentation in re-
. construction,

I must apologize for this letter - the lights are out for some reason
and the day-is-dark at this 1 te hour, but unless I send it today it
will be -postponed for days for next week 1s full of enrolment, Ginling
board meeting and such minor matters, I sometirms wonder why I had
so 1ittle sense as to take on a third institution when two wess~more

* than I could handle easily, but it seems. to be on my hands and while
it is going slong fairly smoothimg at the W.C,U,U, office, there are
increasing demands. We do not have enough staff - or rather we

A0 not have enough trained staff, -

' éincerely yours ,
G T R R e




[0OTEs See letter to North China l;i]y News March 22, 1939 and letter to Commerical Fress, btd.,
dated *arch 22, 1939,

Miss Elsie M. Priest g pdis " )
University of Nanking : / ‘3’(/5//
c/o West China Union University

Chengtu, Szechwan, China

Dear Miss Priest;

The major part of yesterday afternoon was spent with e
United States Customs inspector who was searching through the papers
of the shipment of "Land Utiliszation in China" publicatioms.

The University of Chicago Press could give the govermmemt
no information as to costs involved and the matter was referred to
the New York Customs Depertmemt for further investigation. When w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>